
KAA:2/17/09 

[Presented to Rules on 12/15/08; Ordinances piece given as charge to TGS#A] 

 

Charge to Advisory Committee on Charter and Code Updates 

 

Whereas, recommended charter changes were defeated in the most recent municipal 
election, and  
 
Whereas, it is recognized that some changes may be necessary to bring the Town 
Charter and accompanying Code of Ordinances up to date, 
 
A committee of the RTM shall be established to recommend modifications to both the 
Charter and the Code.  
 
Categories to be considered may include: 

 
Re-codification of the Darien Code of Ordinances 

• Items in charter that should be in Code of Ordinances 

• Hard coded fees and thresholds that should be removed from the Code of 
Ordinances 

• Removal of archaic ordinances 

• Revision to language in Code of Ordinances 

Who, What, When, How  

� Review roles, responsibilities, authority for boards and commissions  

� Address 'checks and balances' between government entities 

• Review, define and propose revisions (if appropriate) for functions and 
responsibilities for and within boards, commissions and RTM 

• Update specific job definitions, if appropriate 

Brave New World 

Items unable to be contemplated in original charter, in addition to items not covered in 
the above categories.  These could include: 

• Bond financing item -- identified by 2006 charter revision  

• Review of RTM Code of Ethics 

• Emergency powers 

• Technology advances and how that might change how we govern ourselves 

• Charter presentation and organization 

 

Exclusions 

• Categories to be excluded are the four questions that were defeated in November, 
i.e., terms of Board of Selectmen, RTM override of Board of Finance, size of RTM 
and Referendum changes.   

• Initially the Committee will not address structural and organizational issues. 


